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Ashur-nasir-pal had the same ruthless, unsparing nature which
characterized almost all his successors on the Assyrian throne
and made them a byword for purposeful brutality. It is
staggering to think of the appalling amount of physical suffer-
ing inflicted on other human beings by this particular king
a and his descendants over a period of two-and-a-half centuries.
The usual procedure after the capture of a hostile city was ' to
burn it, and then to mutilate all the grown men prisoners by
cutting off their hands and ears and putting out their eyes ;
after which they were piled up in a great heap to perish in
torture from sun, flies, their wounds and suffocation; the
children, both boys and girls, were all burnt alive at the stake ;
and the chief was carried off to Assyria to be flayed alive for
the king's delectation'. So far from showing any disposition
to deprecate the necessity for such measures, the Assyrians
were at great pains to depict them in their carvings with all
the realism which they could master ; there is no indication
that they overrated the efficacy of this crude propaganda.

On the credit side it has to be admitted that to Ashur-nasir-
pal and his son Shalrnaneser III was due the first effective
military organization of Assyria. There was a small but
highly trained standing army, supported by an almost unlimited
reserve of conscriptable jellahin, the hardy yeomanry of
Assyria. These were particularly skilled in the use of the
bow, and their use as infantry greatly exploited. Chariot-
horses and cavalry could now be effectively disabled at a
great distance, and like the English yeomen who fought
against the French at Crecy and Poitiers, these stalwart bow-
men became the most formidable element in the new Assyrian
armies, It was also about this time that the Assyrians began
to invent ingenious war-machines for assaulting the walls of
fortified cities, so that minor princes could no longer defy
superior forces from behind their battlements and ramparts.

Ashur-nasir-pal's armies swept in a half-circle through the
tribes and cities to the east and north. The Zagros mountain^,
southern Armenia, the foothills of Anti-Taurus and Cilicia saw
them come and go, leaving a trail of burnt cities and subju-
gated states. They crossed the Euphrates and the Orontes,
and in Lebanon received the submission of the rich Phoenician
harbour-towns on the coast. Damascus was too overwhelmed
by the speed of their advance to offer resistance, but was